Goodhue County Cooperative Electric

A Touchstone Enerey DPhartner .

lanuary 29, 2003

i RECEIVED & INSPECTED
Marlene H. Dorteh, Sccretary ST L T g o - .
[Federal Cammumications Coammission EELE \'qp"fOf:“GIMAJ_ S-LR 0 7 ZUDJ
443 12" Streel. SW
Washington. DC 20354 _Fg(_.‘a _MAlLROOM

Re: Notice ot Inquiry—WT Docket No. 02-381
Dear Ms. Dorteh:

We arc awure of the FCC's Notice of Inquiry with respect  issues relating to the provision of
wireless scrvices to rural arcas. lam writing to let you know of the necessity of rcliable
wireless communications scryvices throughout the rural areas here in Goodhue County.

We are an clectric cooperative providing clectric service in our arca. In order to attract even
ercater economic development (o our arcy, it is important that our region have the necessary
nfrastrueture to supporl a vibrant anti growing business climate.

In recent yeurs, we have comc lo greatly appreciate the critical role wireless services play in
the delivery o f business communications throughout our community, but especially in the
rural portions 0f Goodhue County. In fact, our primary concern is how we can achicve even
better wireless connections throughout all o four rural areas. In light of the events o f
September 11, 2007, the need for effectiy ¢ wircless communications to respond to emergency
situattons is increasingly important (o us.

I specifically want 1o comment on the essential nature of continued adequate support from the
Universal Service Support Fund (USF) Lo eligible wireless service providers. Support o f
wireless scrvices from the USF will promote improvements to wireless infrastructure and
better viability of wireless service 1n our rural areas. The wireless carriers that now serve or
may potentially serve our community are just now getting the opportunity to realize benefits
from thc USF for their service improvements. | strongly urge the FCC to make sure that
substantial support [rom the USF remains available to our witeless carriers lo help them fulfill
the goal ol providing service throughout our rural ateas in the Goodhue County area.

Thank you for your considcration of my comments

Sincerely,
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General Manager L i
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